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HIGHLIGHTS 


- ISRAELI ATTACK AGAINST PLO HEADQUARTERS IN TUNISIA 

- CONDEMNED BY EGYPT AS A CRIMINAL AND TERRORIST ACT. 

- GOE ANNOUNCES IT WILL NOT RECEIVE THE ISRAELI DELE- 

- GATION SCHEDULED TO COME FOR TAB A TALKS. 

- PRESIDENT MUBARAK CALLS THE RAID A HORRIBLE TERRORIST 

- ACTION WHICH WRECKS THE PEACE PROCESS AND DEALS IT A 
MORTAL BLOW. MUBARAK SAYS HE DOES NOT AGREE WITH THE 

- AMERICAN ASSESSMENT OF THIS OPERATION AS A LEGITIMATE 

- REPRISAL. 

- SUDANESE DEFENSE MINISTER ABDULLAH ARRIVES TODAY IN 

- CAIRO. 

END HIGHLIGHTS 


1. ISRAELI ATTACK. "DISGUSTINLI RAID AGAINST PLO 
HEADQUARTERS IN TUNISIA," READS AHRAM'S EIGHT-COLUMN 
BANNER HEADLINE. PRELIMINARY REPORTS INDICATE 60 DEAD 
AND HUNDREDS OF WOUNDED PALESTINIANS AND TUNISIANS. 

REPORT SAYS ARAFAT ESCAPED MIRACULOUSLY AFTER HAVING 
DECIDED SHORTLY BEFORE THE ATTACK TO GO TO THE OFFICE OF 
ONE OF HIS AIDES, INSTEAD OF TO PLO HEADQUARTERS 35 KILO- 
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METERS SOUTH OF TUNIS. SIX TO EIGHT ISRAELI PLANES 
DROPPED 500-KILO BOMBS. INCLUDING TIME-DELAY EXPLOSIVES 
AND ANTI-PERSONNEL BOMBS; THEY ALSO STRAFED HOMES IN 
THE VICINITY OF PLO HEADQUARTERS, AHRAM REPORTS. PAGE- 
ONE PHOTOS SHOW SCENE ON DESTRUCTION IN TUNISIA, 
ACCOMPANIED BY PHOTO OF MUBARAK SPEAKING TO THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL PRESS ON THE SUBJECT. 

2. MUBARAK REACTS STRONGLY. PRESIDENT MUBARAK TOLD NEWS- 
MEN THAT THE ISRAELI RAID AGAINST PLO HEADQUARTERS IN 
TUNISIA IS CONSIDERED A HORRIBLE TERRORIST ACTION WHICH 
WRECKS THE PEACE PROCESS AND DEALS IT A MORTAL BLOW. 
MUBARAK SAID IT IS STRANGE THAT THE ISRAELI AGGRESSION 
COINCIDES WITH SYRIAN ACTIONS AGAINST THE PALESTINIANS 

IN TRIPOLI. PAPERS HIGHLIGHT REPORT THAT MUBARAK SENT 
AN URGENT MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN CONDEMNING THE RAID 
AND ANNOUNCING GOE REFUSAL TO RECEIVE THE ISRAELI TABA 
DELEGATION. 

- PAPERS REPORT THAT PRESIDENT MUBARAK STATED THAT HE 
DOES NOT A GREF. WITH THE ASSESSMENT OF THE AMERICAN WHITE 
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HOUSE THAT THE RAID WAS A REPRISAL OPERATION FOR A 
TERRORIST ACT, FOR THERE IS NOT ONE PIECE OF EVIDENCE 
THAT THE PLO UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF ARAFAT WAS RESPONSI- 
BLE FOR THE CYPRUS INCIDENT. 

- MUBARAK SAID HE DOES NOT AGREE WITH THE AMERICAN 
ASSESSMENT OF THIS OPERATION -THAT ISRAEL HAS A LEGITIMATE 
RIGHT TO TAKE REPRISALS. "IF THIS IS THE POSITION OF THE 
UNITED STATES, I SAY THAT AMERICA HAS COMMITTED A 
MISTAKE." 

- PAPERS REPORT AT LENGTH MUBARAK'S STATEMENT ABOUT HIS 
RECENT TALKS IN WASHINGTON AND ELSEWHERE ABOUT THE PEACE 
PROCESS MENTIONING THE GREATER FLEXIBILITY HE HAD FOUND 
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E.O. 12356: N/A 

TAGS: PREL, ECON, PINR, EG, US, IS, XF 
SUBJECT: CAIRO PRESS REVIEW: OCTOBER 2, 1985 

IN THIS REGARD. MUBARAK SAID ACTIONS SUCH AS THIS RAID 
WILL NOT END THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE, BUT WILL TURN ALL 
PALESTINIANS INTO TERRORISTS AROUND THE WORLD. 

- "I DO NOT SAY THE UNITED STATES GAVE THE GREEN LIGHT 
(FOR THIS RAID) BECAUSE THE U.S. DOES NOT APPROVE OF ANY 
KIND OF TERRORISM. IN MY OPINION, THE U.S. HAD NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF THIS OPERATION," AHRAM QUOTES MUBARAK AS 
SAYING. 

- MUBARAK ALSO SPOKE OF THE EFFORTS FOR PEACE HE HAS BEEN 
MAKING WITH THE ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER, "BUT IT SEEMS 
THAT (HIS) INTENTIONS WERE NOT GOOD AND WE WILL TAKE 
THESE POINTS INTO CONSIDERATION,BUT WE WILL ALSO TRY TO DO 
WHAE CAN, BECAUSE THIS IS AN ISSUE THAT BELONGS TO 

THE PEOPLE." 

3. FORMIN ABDEL MEGUID. PAPERS REPORT THAT A FOREIGN 
MINISTRY STATEMENT ISSUED BY DR. ABDEL MEGUID STRONGLY 
CONDEMNED THE SENSELESS ISRAELI ATTACK AND HOLDS THE 
ISRAELI GOVERNMENT FULLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS CRIMINAL 
ACT. ABDEL MEGUID SAID THIS NEW ISRAELI AGGRESSION 
REPRESENTS A BLATANT VIOLATION OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF A 
BROTHERLY ARAB COUNTRY AND SPREADS THE SPIRIT OF 
HOSTILITY AND CHAOS THROUGHOUT THE REGION. IN LIGHT OF 
THIS ACTION, THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES IT WILL 
NOT RECEIVE THE ISRAELI DELEGATION SCHEDULED TO COME TO 
CAIRO FOR TALKS ON TAB A, SAID ABDEL MEGUID. 
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4. PRESIDENT REAGAN'S STATEMENT. AHRAM ARTICLE 
JUXTAPOSED TO STORY OF MUBARAK'S REACTION REPORTS THAT 
PRESIDENT REAGAN CALLED THE ISRAELI RAID A JUST REPRISAL 
AGAINST TERROTISTS. REAGAN MENTIONED THAT HE ALWAYS HAS 
GREAT CONFIDENCE IN THE ABILITIES OF THE ISRAELI 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES, AHRAM REPORTS. WHITE HOUSE SPOKES- 
MAN LARRY SPEAKES SAID THE UNITED STATES CONSIDERS SUCH 
REPRISAL ACTIONS AGAINST TERRORIST ATTACKS A LEGITIMATE 
RESPONSE AND LEGAL SELF-DEFENSE. SPEAKES SAID THAT 
REAGAN STATED THERE MUST BE A CONNECTION BETWEEN THOSE 
WHO PERPETRATE A CRIME AND THOSE WHO ARE PUNISHED FOR IT. 
AHRAM REPORTS THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT ISSUED A STATE- 
MENT ON THE RAID IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT ISSUED FROM THE 
WHITE HOUSE. AHRAM'S WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT REPORTS 
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THAT THE AMERICAN PRESS CORPS WERE FURIOUS AND DEEPLY 
DISSATISFIED AT THE TEXT OF THE STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE 
WHITE HOUSE. 

5. MUBARAK CONTACTS. PRESIDENT MUBARAK YESTERDAY SPOKE 
WITH PLO CHAIRMAN ARAFAT BY PHONE AND ASSURED HIM THAT 
THE EGYPTIAN PEOPLE STAND BESIDE THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE THESE DECISIVE MOMENTS. 
(MUBARAK ADVISOR OSAMA EL BAZ WAS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN 
IN CONTINUOUS CONTACT WITH THE PALESTINIAN LEADERSHIP IN 
TUNIS THROUGH THE DAY.) 

- MUBARAK ALSO SPOKE TO TUNISIAN PRIME MINISTER MOHAMED 
MZALI, AND WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH IORDANIAN KING HUSSEIN 
WHO IS STILL IN THE UNITED STATES, AS WELL AS WITH IRAQI 
PRESIDENT SADDAM HUSSEIN. 

- FORMIN ABDEL MEGUID ISSUED IMMEDIATE INSTRUCTIONS TO 

THE EGYPTIAN DELEGATION AT THE UNITED NATIONS TO COORDINATE 
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SUBJECT: CAIRO PRESS REVIEW: OCTOBER 2, 1985 

FULLY WITH THE TUNISIAN AND PALESTINIAN DELEGATIONS IN 
ORDER TO SUPPORT UN ACTION CONDEMNING THE TERRORIST AND 
CRIMINAL ACTION. 

- IN FURTHER REACTION, PAPERS REPORT THAT THE NATIONAL 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY DENOUNCED THE ISRAELI ATTACK AND WILL 
DISCUSS IT AT A PARTY SECRETARIAT MEETING TONIGHT. AHRAM 
CITES WAFDIST AND LABOR OPPOSITION FIGURES AS SUPPORTING .. 
GOE STANDS ON THIS ISSUE. 

- IN AN ' OBLIGATORY ANALYSIS" ON THE ISRAELI RAID, 

AHRAM'S MOHAMED ABD AL-MONEIM WRITES THAT ISRAELI PLANES 
WERE CAPABLE OF RESOLVING THE DISTANCE PROBLEM POSED BY 
THE RAID BECAUSE ISRAEL POSSESSES ITS OWN IN-FLIGHT 
REFUELING ITY. HE ALSO WROTE THAT THE ISRAELI 

PLANES APPARENTLY FLEW IN TIGHT FORMATION THROUGH INTER- 
NATIONAL FLIGHT PATHS OVER THE MEPTTER ANNF.AN AND NO 
RADAR SYSTEMS WERE THUS CAPABLE OF DISTINGUISHING THEM 
FROM COMMERCIAL PASSENGER FLIGHTS. ISRAELI INTELLIGENCE 
HAD ABUNDANT INFORMATION ON PLO SITES IN TUNISIA AND TOOK 
ADVANTAGE OF WORLD PUBLIC OPINION FOLLOWING THE CYPRUS 
INCIDENT TO MAKE THIS ATTACK. ACCORDING TO ABD AL- 
MONEIM, ISRAEL S AIMS WERE TO WARN ALL ARAB STATES THEY 
ARE WITHIN ISRAEL S REACH; TO BLOW UP THE IDEA OF A 
JORDANIAN/PALESTINIAN DIALOGUE; AND TO STRENGTHEN PERES' 
POSITION IN ADVANCE OF ISRAELI ELECTIONS. 
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6. EGYPT/SUDAN. AHRAM REPORTS THAT SUDANESE DEFMIN 
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OSMAN ABDULLAH ARRIVES IN CAIRO THIS EVENING FOR A VISIT 
LASTING SEVERAL DAYS. AHRAM CITES MENA AS SAYING TMC 
LEADER SUWAR AL-DHAHAB WILT. VISIT EGYPT IN THE SECOND 
HALF OF OCTOBER. SUWAR AL-DHAHAB EXPRESSED SATISFACTION 
AT EGYPT'S POSITION AND THAT OF PRESIDENT MUBARAK-AND 
HIS RECENT STATEMENTS ABOUT NATIONAL SECURITY ISSUES IN 
SUDAN, REPORTS AHRAM. ACCORDING TO AKHBAR, SUDANESE 
PRIME MINISTER GIZOULI WILL ARRIVE IN CAIRO NEXT WEEK 
WHILE EN ROUTE TO EUROPE. 

7. SOVIETS/LEBANON. AHRAM REPORTS CONFUSION SURROUNDING 
THE FATE OF SOVIET DIPLOMATS KIDNAPPED IN LEBANON, WITH 
CONTRADICTORY STATEMENTS BEING ISSUED BY VARIOUS GROUPS 
CLAIMING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE KIDNAPPING, AND ALSO 
CLAIMING TO HAVE EXECUTED SOME OF THEIR SOVIET HOSTAGES. 
VELIOTES 
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